
 

April 3, 2020 

Good morning!  

I hope you and your families are doing okay during this stressful time. We are missing your children terribly, 
and want you to know that we are thinking of you and wishing you well.  

I have been communicating with teachers, staff and administrators since we were forced to shut down our 
buildings and no matter with whom I talk, the feelings and comments are the same.  "We wish we could be 
back in school with our students. We miss them."  

Over these three weeks, our teachers have been working by grade levels, individually, with administrators and 
with departments to create new learning resources and activities that can be delivered effectively online. All 
teachers, K-12, ECSE, and Lamphere Center have set up google classrooms either by class, grade level, or 
department, in order to bring your child educational opportunities and continue their learning in a consistent, 
meaningful way.  These classrooms will go "live" today.  When your child accepts the invitation (through 
email) and enter their google classroom, they will initially find a welcome message, question, or thought to 
which they can respond, as well as a link containing suggested activities and resources.  One of our teachers, 
Jennifer Creamer, has created this 5 minute video to help students and/or parents understand how to access 
google classroom. Check out her link here: Google Classroom for Parents/Students - Watch Video 

We have created a steering committee made up of teacher leaders, administrators, and specialists from all 
grade levels working together to collaboratively support our teachers as they transform the way they provide 
instruction from a physical classroom to a virtual setting.   Please know that our teachers are working diligently 
on this challenge to be the very best they can be for their students.  It's what matters to us in Lamphere! 

There is no doubt that this learning platform will be different from what our students are used to experiencing, 
and we are accessing resources and sharing knowledge with other districts around the county and other states 
who already have an online platform .  We know that this has been difficult and challenging to all.  

As you saw in Dale Steen's letter,  M-Step testing for elementary, middle and high school students has been 
cancelled for this spring.  The Michigan Department of Education is making arrangements for college entrance 
exams (SAT) to be administered in the fall for our current juniors and PSAT assessments will also be offered. 
The Grade 3 to Read Law will not be in effect for this school year.  

Please know that during this time, our goal is to continue to sustain connections with and among our students 
and foster learning opportunities so that our children are prepared for their next grade level.  Our teachers are 
working together to ensure that happens. At any time that you have questions or specific concerns about your 
child's learning, please reach out to your child's teacher, your administrator or me.  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/wUmEBr0pdwTWFFD8_O3uyw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgaG5uP0Q7aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubG9vbS5jb20vc2hhcmUvZDU5Yjk4MWFlMmZkNDRlOGFiYTZmNGM5YmI4ZmM2MmZXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgAA7jqHXtkbCQtSG2JlcmxpbmpAbGFtcGhlcmVzY2hvb2xzLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~


Thank you for trusting us with teaching your child.  Although we are physically separated, we are still 
connected.  The screen is the doorway to our classroom.  We will see your child there!  

With warmth, 

Jane Jurvis 

Director of K-12 Curriculum & Instruction 

 


